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FERAL PIGS — SOUTH WEST 

283. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

I refer to the damage done by feral pigs to lands both public and private in the south west. 

(1) What is the government’s plan to control feral pigs in the south west? 

(2) What funding will the government provide for feral pig control? 

(3) How does the government measure the damage caused by feral pigs in the south west and what is that 
measure? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

(1) Under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, landowners are responsible for controlling 
declared pests such as feral pigs. In recognition of the increased effectiveness of coordinated control of 
feral pigs, the government is empowering and supporting local biosecurity groups in undertaking the 
coordination of control of feral pigs in their local community. 

(2) The government was successful in acquiring $695 000 over four years from the federal government 
through the “Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper” to build community capacity for the coordinated 
control of feral pigs. A development officer dedicated to empowering and supporting community control 
is hosted by the Department of Agriculture and Food to assist this project. Under the BAM act, biosecurity 
groups recognised by the Minister for Agriculture and Food can utilise funds from the declared pest 
account for the control of feral pigs. These funds are determined by the minister and matched by state 
government funds. This framework supports the government’s empowerment of biosecurity groups in 
coordinated feral pig control. In addition, DAFWA supports and partners with other agencies, such as the 
Western Australia Police and local shires, in feral pig control compliance activities relating to the illegal 
movement and release of feral pigs for hunting purposes. 
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